
MEMORANDUM OF INTERVIEW OR ACTIVITY
Case Title JOHNSON. CARL Case Number 7-0498-0029

,pe of Activity:

Personal Interview

EZ Telephone Interview
El Records Review
LI Other

Date:

October 13, 1998

Time:

9:50 AM

Conducted by:

Inspectors Laura Byers and Gregory C.

Rosen

Activityllnterview of (Inciude all necessary data):

CHOATE, JAMES F., Jr.
459-31-3648
608 E 48th Street
Austin, TX 78751
(H) 512-451-7087
(W) 512-436-1062

Location of Interview or Activity:

Tivoli Systems, mc.
9442 Capital of Texas Hwy N.
Austin, TX 78759

Sublect MatterlRemarks

JamesF. CHOATE,Jr. wasinterviewedregardinghis knowledgeandrelationshipwith Cari JOHNSONand“CYPHERPIJNKS”.
CHOATE providedthe following information:

CHOATE runs a system,which is basically, a service for distributing information to subseribersof mailing Iists. He has
approximately7 or 8 different mailing Iists, inciuding one for CYPHERLPIJNKS. He receives information from various
subseribers,estimatedat about 100 piecesof e-mail a day, which he disseminatesto subscribersby running a standardPERL
program,or flat file”. A flat file is a one-line list of subscriberse-mailaddresses(exhibit 1). His is only oneof severalnodes
which disseminatesinformation to CYPHERLPUNKS subscribersin this manner(exhibit 2). His CYPHERPUNK flat files are
accessible via majordomo(~ssz.com. His involvement as the unofficial system administrator is the operation of
CYPHERPUNKSandis limited to runningthecomputersystemandensuringthatthesystemis runningproperly.

He doesnot edit or alter anyinformation beforehe disseminatesit to subsoribersof themailing lists. He doesnot knowif anyof
theothernodesystemoperatorsedit the informationprior to distribution.

CHOATE keepsno archivesof distributeddocumentsto subscribersor subseribersof themailing list. The mailing list is kept
currentdaily as subscribersare addedor deleted. The possibility exists that a subseriber,or other node system operatorskeep
archives. CHOATE is unawareof anyarchivesavailable.

Messagespostedto theCYPHERPIJNKsubscribermailing list appearon theUsenetvia an integratedsystemof multiple postings
to various nodes. Eachnodecanpossibly routethe samemessageto other’nodes,creatingduplicatemessageson any onenode.
Eachnodefonvardsthemessageto subscribers,whichresuitsin postingto the Usenet(exhibit3).

CHOATE’s systemconsistsof a 1991 or 1992 model 486, 1 gig HLD and20 mg RAM. CHOATE’s serviceprovider is “Real
Time”. Additionally, he hasseveralothercomputersusedfor other taskssuchas robotprogramming.Thesecomputersystems
arestoredin the secondbedroomof his residencelocatedat 608 E 48~ Street, Austin, Texas 78751,hometelephonenumber
(512)451-7087.
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The only timeCHOTAE evermetwithJOHNSON(known to CHOATE as “Toto” which refersto “not in Kansasanymore”,was
either in Juneor July of 1998. CHOATE posteda noticeto subscribersof the “CYPHERPUNKS” mailing list announcinga
regularlyscheduledmiddle-of-the-monthWednesdaynightmeeting. Themeetingwas heldatthe HEB (CentralMarket) Caféon
North Larnar, in Austin, Texas. JOHNSONarrived at themeetingin a drunken,disheveledstate. Therewere approxirnately8 to
10 peoplein attendance,includingCHOATE, as well as: Stu Green;JJ(of EF Texas);Ben Colby; andNavigo communication
group membersSteveTonasonand Gomez (farmers(~>navigo.com).At this meeting,discussionsrevolvedarounda database
projectanda civil liberties Webbpage. JOHNSON,a countryandwesternsingerwith a coupleof recordedCDs, was in Austin
attemptingto raisefunds to recordanotherCD(compactdisc).

CHOATE doesnot recail any dire~t threatsagainstthefederalgovernmentor theInternal RevenueService
madeby JOI{NSONor any othersubscriberof theCYPHERPUNKsmailing list. It is not uncomrnonfor
generalstatementsofthreatsto bemadeby membersofthe CYPHERPUNKs,suchas“someoneoughtto
blow up that

Potentiallydangerousor radicalindividualsknownto CHOATEinclude:

Jim MAY of Califomia, whoownsmanygunsandhas lots of money;

Jim BELL, knownfor his assassinationpolitics andarrestedfor dumpinga smellychemicalon anIRS office in Califomia;

and,GregBoils or Broils,knownfor hisnon-violentassassinationpolitics.

Inspector’snote: CHOATE statedthat he would cooperatewîth the governmentageotsandwould be willing to fumish an
affidavit to theIRS InspectionService. CHOATEwas also served~vitha federalsubpoenafor informationas outlinedon the
subpoenaandadvisedto contactIRS InspectorJeffGordon(503)326-2787.
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